
“To Preserve the Semi-Rural Nature of the Ridge” 
A Registered Non-Profit Society Serving the Community of  Panorama Ridge in Surrey, BC

www.PanoramaRidge.org 

Mark Your Calendar! 
 for EARTH DAY! 

Sunday, April 22 
 10 to 2 pm 

 

Meet at Colebrook School 
Barbeque to follow at: 

12336 53rd Avenue 

More information on 

page 3 

 

 

Our Early Settlers on the Ridge 

In 1901 Christopher Brown purchased 1500 acres from the Moodyville 

Sawmill Company which included the area of Panorama Ridge.  At his 

untimely death from a horse and carriage accident, his property was   

divided between his children. His son, Joseph Thompson Brown, retained 

ownership of the original homestead on the Ridge.  Joseph farmed the 

Colebrook area while also becoming a member of the Surrey School 

Board and an elected municipal councilor for several terms.  The popula-

tion of Surrey grew from 5,000 to 20,000 during his terms in office.  His 

most trying years were during the thirties when many people were un-

employed and the Municipality had to provide relief.  Surrey came 

through seven years of depression without going into debt and without a 

single person losing their home or land.   The Joseph Thompson Brown 

house remains as a heritage home in the Colebrook District. 

See page 2 for Historical Fun Facts  

SPRING 2018 

WPR Neighbourhood Emergency Preparedness 
Plan - Call For Volunteers 

The West Panorama Ridge Rate Payers Association has identified the need 

to develop a Neighborhood Emergency Preparedness Plan.  While the city of 

Surrey does have a Surrey Emergency Program, they encourage and support 

communities to have their own plan in place as residents may need to rely 

on themselves for the first 72 hours following an emergency.  As your com-

munity association, we will lead a group of 3-5 volunteers through the     

process to develop our plan over the next 6-8 months.  The City provides a 

comprehensive toolkit and a Neighborhood Emergency Preparedness      

Program (NEPP) facilitator for support.   

Please consider participating in this very important initiative for the citizens 

of West Panorama Ridge.  Those interested can contact Diane Dent at 

dydent@shaw.ca or 604-657-7321. 
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Unicorn Riding Club 

Now that spring is here, we will be seeing lots of one   

another, as the horses and riders will be out trail riding 

and enjoy the sunshine! 

We are pleased to be a part of such a great community 

and would like to offer all residents of the Ridge $50 off 

our Introductory Lesson Package, for new riders. Simply 

bring a copy of this newsletter with you and the discount 

will be applied to your invoice. This is our way of getting 

to know our neighbours! 

This past year at Unicorn has been a busy one for us, 

with weddings, community events, birthday parties, 

brownies and scout events and much more. If you or 

someone you know is looking for a 'magical' place to 

host an event please feel free to reach out to us at 

events@unicornstables.com and we are happy to cater 

to your needs. 

We want to address the manure issue on the Ridge, and 

assure you that our riders have been doing a great job of 

going back out and scooping up manure and kicking it to 

the side. We also have a pile of well rotted magical     

Unicorn manure that you are all welcome to come down 

and bag up for your gardens; please give the barn a call 

604-590-5172. 

We also wanted to say thank you to all the drivers for 

passing horses WIDE & SLOW. This keeps our roads, 

horses, pedestrians and community safe. 

The staff at Unicorn Stables would like to remind every-

one that you are welcome to come down for a tour, 

bring some carrots or apples to share with the horses at 

anytime. We just ask that you call the barn and set up a 

time with one of our barn members. 

Wishing all an enjoya-

ble summer, and we 

look forward to see-

ing everyone around 

the barn and the 

ridge. 

 

Panorama Ridge Riding Club 

Our club is celebrating our 50th Anniversary this year. 

We are a non-profit organization providing a year-round 

recreational and training equestrian facility accessible to 

the Lower Mainland, bringing together riders, horses, 

and families in a supportive community environment. 

PRRC is a volunteer run club funded by membership fees 

with support from the West Panorama Ridge Ratepayers, 

the City of Surrey and Surrey Parks Department.  Riding 

Club membership dues are used to pay for insurance, 

upkeep, and repairs. 

We are located in Joe Brown Park, a beautiful area with 

plenty of trails and easily connects to the Delta Water-

shed and Mud Bay Park.  If you would like to join our 

club or volunteer please visit our website at                 

www.panoramaridgeridingclub.ca for more information.  

 

Historical Fun Facts in our Area 

McLellan Road was once one of the most important 

roads in Surrey. It was one of many built during the 

1870s shortly after British Columbia entered Confedera-

tion and money became available for road construction. 

Roads built through Surrey during the 1870s were built 

to provide access from other centers to New Westmin-

ster.  McLellan Road was named after A. J. McLellan. He 

was a contractor who built the road from the Semi-

ahmoo Road east to the Yale Road near the Surrey-

Langley border. McLellan had originally come from Scot-

land to settle and work in BC.  While McLellan Road 

might not be a recognizable name today, one might be 

more familiar with its’ current name: Highway 10. 

Colebrook district began as a station on the Victoria Ter-

minal Railway but was renamed Colebrook in 1909 when 

the Great Northern Sea Line route opened.  The original 

intent was to name the district Coldbrook but in register-

ing the name it was modified to Cole rather than Cold. 

Endersby Hill refers to the hill on the Delta-Surrey      

border where originally the Ladner Trunk Road rose up 

the bluff to meet McLellan Road.  The name is also asso-

ciated with the hill on Highway 10 that arises from the 

Delta lowlands to the  uplands of Surrey. 

For more interesting history about Surrey please visit 

www.surreyhistory.ca. 
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Earth Day on the Ridge 

Get Ready!  On April 22 the people of Panorama Ridge 
will once again be participating in and celebrating Earth 
Day.  Earth Day 2018 marks the 50th anniversary of the 
birth of this modern environmental movement that has 
engaged hundreds of millions of citizens in over 140 
countries.  Closer to home in Panorama Ridge we have 
been active participants for 12 years, coming together to 
clean up our streets and enhance our parks.  The day 
culminates in a BBQ at Tammy and Joe’s home, where 
we celebrate our shared environmental commitment to 
our beautiful community.  The global theme for Earth 
Day this year is “End Plastic Pollution”.  The vision is to 
some day have a world without plastic pollution. 

 
 
We invite and encourage everyone from our community 
to come out and make a tangible difference by helping to 
clean up our streets and parks.  
 

When:  Sunday, April 22, 10am – 2pm 
Where: Meet at the front of Colebrook School.   
BBQ celebration to follow at 12336 53rd Avenue. 
Who can participate:  All community members, 
friends and family are welcome. 
What to bring: Gloves, rakes, garbage pick up tools 
if you have them.   
Earth Day garbage bags will be provided. 

 
Earth Day official site: https://www.earthday.org/  
Earth Day Canada site:https://earthday.ca/  

Earth Day Quiz - test your knowledge 

1. Which of these items can be composted and turned into 
natural fertilizer for your garden? 
A) Egg Shells   B) Tin Cans   C) Hockey Pucks   D) All 
 

2. What use the most energy in Canadian homes each year?  
A) Heating & Air Conditioning   B) Electric Cars 
C) Refrigeration   D) Lighting 
 

3. Which of these species are threatened by global warm-
ing?   A) Clownfish   B) Koala   C) Artic Fox   D) All 
 

4. How many degrees has the earth warmed up in the past 
100 years?    A) 12   B)10   C)1   D) 20 
 

5. What is most frequently found in beach cleanups? 
A) Shoes   B) Glass   C) Paper   D) Plastic 
 

6. Paper can be made from which of these materials? 
A) Hemp   B) Wood   C) Panda Excrement  D) All 
 

7. Which is the greenest form of transportation? 
A) Airplane   B) Bus   C) Car   D) Bicycle 
 

8. What do the citizens of West Panorama Ridge do to rec-
ognize Earth Day? A) Pick up garbage   B) Plant trees in 
our Parks  C) Have a Party    D) All 

 
Answers: 
1) Egg Shells—in addition to eggshells, you can compost 

most plant-based foods and even some paper and card-
board 

2) Heating & Air Conditioning 
3) All. Species that live in all habitats, from land to sea, from 

the Arctic to the rain forest, can be threatened by global 
warming. 

4) 1 degree Fahrenheit 
5) Plastic—all those bottles, wrappers, plastic bags add up! 
6) All. Trees aren’t the only papermakers. Plenty of materials 

are out there to recycle into paper—even Panda poop! 
7) Bicycle—Travelling by bus or train is more environmental-

ly friendly than taking a car but cycling or hoofing it is the 
greenest way to go. 

8) All. Come out and join your neighbours on April 22! 

From poisoning and injuring marine life to disrupting    
human hormones, from littering our beaches and land-
scapes to clogging our waste streams and landfills, the 
exponential growth of plastics is now threatening the   
survival of our planet. 
In response, Earth Day 2018 will focus on fundamentally 
changing human attitude and behavior about plastics and 
catalyzing a significant reduction in plastic pollution.  

Earth Day 2018 

https://www.earthday.org/
https://earthday.ca/


Expert in Our Community - Spring Flowers can bring Sneezes 

In Spring we see more of pollen related allergy symptoms. An allergy is an over reaction of the immune system to a 

substance that’s harmless to most people. 

Airborne Allergy Symptoms 

Airborne allergens can cause something known as allergic rhinitis, which occurs in about 7% to 10% of Canadians .It 

usually develops by 10 years of age and reaches its peak in the teens or early twenties, with symptoms often disappear-

ing between the ages of 40 and 60. Symptoms can include sneezing, itchy nose and/or throat, nasal congestion, or 

coughing.  The diagnosis involves doing allergy testing by a professional. 

Treating Allergies 

If reducing exposure to environmental allergens isn’t possible or is ineffective, medicines may be prescribed, including 

antihistamines (which you can buy over the counter), eye drops, and nasal sprays.  In some cases, an allergist may    

recommend allergy shots to help desensitize someone with an allergy.  However, allergy shots are only helpful for          

allergens such as dust, mold, pollens, and animals. 

Here are some things that can help kids avoid airborne allergens: 

•    Keep family pets out of certain rooms, like your child’s bedroom 

•    Remove carpets or rugs from your child’s room (hard floor surfaces don’t  

      collect dust as much as carpets do) 

•    Don’t hang heavy drapes and get rid of other items that allow dust to build up 

•    Clean when your child is not in the room 

•    Use special covers to seal pillows and mattresses if your child is allergic  

      to dust mites 

•    For kids allergic to pollen, keep the windows closed when the pollen season is at  

      its peak, change their clothing and bathe them after they have been outdoors,  

      and don’t let them mow the lawn 

•    Keep kids who are allergic to mold away from damp areas, such as some  

      basements, and keep bathrooms and other mold-prone areas clean and dry.  

 
 

 

Dr. Pargat Singh Bhurji MD, FRCP (C)  

Consulting Specialist in Pediatrics 

Business Card Ad 



Beavers Move into Panorama Ridge 

Since mid-Summer and early Fall our neighbourhood has 
experienced a happy group of beavers that have decided 
to make our home and pond, their home and pond. 

The Canadian Beaver (castor canadensis) 

Beavers are the largest rodents in North America with 
adults averaging 40 lbs in weight and measuring more 
than three feet in length including their tail. These semi 
aquatic mammals have webbed hind feet, large incisor 
teeth and a broad flat tail.  The beaver’s front teeth are 
harder on the front surface than the back so that the 
back wears faster. This creates a sharp edge that enables 
the beaver to easily cut through wood.  

Beavers are herbivores, they eat leaves, bark and twigs 
of soft deciduous trees. 

Fascinating is their digestive system. They have special 
intestinal micro-organisms that allow the beaver to    
digest 30% of the cellulose they ingest. This topic was 
recently studied at UBC by a Ph.D. student to ascertain 
whether humans can apply this phenomenon to          
processing wood waste. 

The beaver is nocturnal. Although quite shy the beaver 
will attack and bite if cornered. 

How do you know if you have beavers on your property 
next to a water source? 

The water level changes. You notice flooding.  There are 
freshly cut trees. There 
are dams and lodges built 
close by. Note this tree 
stump.  

If beavers are in your ar-
ea you probably just have 
to live with them as they 
are difficult to remove. 
Destruction of the dam 
does not work since 
they’ll simply rebuild it. 

 

  

To prevent tree damage, preventive wire barriers can be 
put in place.  
 
Perhaps you’d prefer not to live with beavers. 

If people wish to apply for beaver dam removal the    
notification application link is: 

http://www.frontcounterbc.gov.bc.ca/guides/surface-
water/changes-in-about-stream/overview 

This needs to be submitted a minimum of 45 days before 
any work takes place. 

For help in understanding our local beavers contact: 
Shawn Fitzsimons, Natural Resource Specialist 
Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource Operations 
and Rural Development 
Shawn.Fitzsimons@gov.bc.ca  
Tel. (604) 586 4438 Fax: (604) 586-4434 

 
 

 

Colebrook Elementary School 

Annual Family Night on May 25th.  All community members are welcome 
to come enjoy and participate in the concession, silent auction, gift basket 
raffle, and games/bouncy castle.  We are happy to accept donations for 
our silent auction. 
To stay up to date on happenings at the school please visit our website. 

Mark Your Calendar! 

Friday, May 25 

Annual Family Night 

Further information can 
be found online:  
 

Beavers in Urban  
Spaces 

McGill University  
Resource Sciences  
Urban Nature 
Information Services. 

http://www.frontcounterbc.gov.bc.ca/guides/surface-water/changes-in-about-stream/overview
http://www.frontcounterbc.gov.bc.ca/guides/surface-water/changes-in-about-stream/overview
mailto:Shawn.Fitzsimons@gov.bc.ca
https://www.surreyschools.ca/schools/colebrook/Pages/default.aspx


 

Colebrook United Church 

The Reverend Dr. Dale W. Johnson is the minister at          

Colebrook United Church.  He retired as the Director of 

Spiritual Care at Vancouver General Hospital but has 

been assisting United Church congregations who are in 

transition. 

Colebrook United Church has been an integral part of 

this community for over 70 years.  It is a progressive 

Christian community seeking joy, peace and justice for 

all.  The church hosts a variety of activities throughout 

the week, including a Sunday worship service at 10:00 

AM each week.  There is also space available for family 

gatherings, meetings and community activities.  All are 

welcome in this place! 

Events at the Church 

Drop-In Bridge - Fridays from 12:30 to 3:00 pm until 

April 20th.  Resuming again in September. $3 per person. 

Bridge players welcome.  No partner required. 

Pickleball - Wednesdays from 3:00 to 5:00 pm.  $4 each 

session.  Played with a whiffle ball, tennis net and ping-

pong racket.  A fun indoor sport. 

Prayer Shawl Group - Alternate Tuesdays from 10am to 

noon.  Stitching together prayerfulness and needle work.  

The gifted shawls wrap the recipients in love.  Come and 

join this fun group. 

Yoga - Mondays from 9:30 - 10:30 am.  $50 / 8 sessions 

or $7 for drop-in. 

Zumba - Tuesdays from 7:00 to 8:15 pm. Register for the 

whole session at www.zumbavancouver.ca. The cost is       

$10 per class or drop-in rate is $13 per class. 

For more information on any of the above please call 

604-596-2412 or email info@colebrookunited.org.   

Follow us on Facebook! 

Colebrook United Church also collects: 

• Food for the Surrey Food Bank 

• Oak Avenue Neighbourhood Hub (HUB). Items are col-

lected for those in need.  These items include children’s 

clothing up to size 14, and diapers. We also collect adults 

clothing which is given out at the Clothes Closet which 

operates at the HUB. 

 

Mark Your Calendar! 

Saturday, April 21, 9 to 2pm 

Colebrook United Church 
5441 125A Street 

YARD SALE 

Special Thanks 

to WPRRA Director Travis Endersby and 

his company Quality Chain Canada for 

their support and help in printing our 

 bi-yearly newsletter. 

mailto:info@colebrookunited.org
http://www.qccanada.com/
http://www.qccanada.com/


Presidents Message 
 

It has been another busy Fall and early Spring for the Board of the WPRRA. We are grateful to live in a community that 
cares and is proactive.  We advocate for the community as a whole, not just our paid members. The Board is apprecia-
tive for those who express their thanks as they move off the Ridge, including some long time members who have been 
here close to 60 years.  We also welcome new residents as real estate continues to be busy and our Development Com-
mittee has been very active.  There have been many signs of new construction and the issue of tree loss.  We work 
hard to ensure as many trees as possible are saved but sometimes it is a losing battle.  Please make sure you report  
tree cutting without permits to the City By-Laws department as it is occurring to 604-591-4370.  Tree loss affects every-
one. 
  
We have seen a new, fresh approach from the City when dealing with By-Laws, and are making headway when dealing 
with abandoned or derelict properties.  It is the new objective to make sure when homes are sold or to be demolished, 
that we work with the City and RCMP to ensure speedy demolition, securing the site, and working with owners to 
have them maintain their properties while waiting for permits and planning.  
 

You may have noticed four new Bus Stop benches that were installed by the WPRRA. We hope to install 
more.  This project was a long time coming and we worked very persistently with the City to see this success.  We are 
also working together with  the RCMP and Blockwatch to keep our community safe and bring issues to their atten-
tion. Please continue to observe and report as necessary.  
 
We are working to get many projects completed:   
• Colebrook Park - still not completed with a possible delay to summer now.  This is not good news as we have been   
    waiting for something (anything) for over 15 plus years!  
• Traffic Circle - still not completed after more than four years.  Many phone calls, site visits and excuses.  
• Sidewalk work along the Ridge and at the end of 56th, close to 140th and King George Blvd.  
Remember, we have a Municipal Election in October so look for candidates that support our community. 
  
As our AGM approaches on April 25 we thank those that are leaving the Board.  Your service has been commendable 
and greatly valued.  To quote someone wiser than me, “Service to others is the rent you pay for your room here on 
earth.”  We are always looking for interested and community minded folks to step up and join our board.  You can con-
tact us through the website to express your interest or contact one of the Board members to find out about the elec-
tion/nomination process.   
  
Lastly, as spring and summer slowly approach, let’s all show some community pride by being good citizens and keep-
ing our boulevards clean and maintained, our yards free from junk and clutter and setting an example for Panorama 
Ridge.  We’re all lucky to live here … thank you to those who continue to set the bar high!  
 
 

 
Mark Your Calendar! 

Wednesday, April 25, 7:30 pm 

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Colebrook United Church, 5441 125A Street 

Everyone Welcome 

(for members in good standing only, if your  
membership has lapsed you can renew at the door 

for as little as $10 - doors open at 7:00 pm) 

Hi there, 

We no longer live in the Panorama Ridge area, so 

we can be removed from the mailing list. Thanks 

very kindly for all of the excellent work over the 

years - every community would be proud to have 

an organization like this helping to take care of 

the neighbourhood.    

All the best, Brian & Laura  

A Message from a Past Resident on the Ridge 

Tammy Ritchie 

President WPRRA 

http://www.panoramaridge.org


Footer 

Item and Website Link Telephone 

City of Surrey (general line) 

City of Surrey 

604-591-4011 

Emergency issues (broken water 
mains, missing stops signs, street 
or sidewalk repair) 
Report a Problem 

604-591-4152 

Bylaw & Animal Complaints 604-591-4370 

Parking Complaints 604-591-4352 

Waste Collection Hotline 

Waste Collection Services 

604-590-7289 

Non-Emergency Fire:  
(burning regulations, abandoned 
building, suspected grow-up,  
general issues) 
Surrey Fire Service 

604-543-6700 

Blockwatch program 604-502-6560 

Crimestoppers 1-800-222-8477 ( TIPS) 

Non-Emergency RCMP 604-599-0502 

Consider downloading the Surrey Request App on 
your cell phone or tablet device.  

You can report litter, graffiti, potholes and much 
more. You are able to send a photo of your issue, 
show location easily on a map marker, select your 
issue (no typing required), and track your request 
and status.  

www.PanoramaRidge.org 

Mark Your Calendar! 

Saturday, October 20, 2018 

Notice of City of Surrey 
 Municipal Election 
General Voting Day 

Membership in the WPRRA  

Our community of West Panorama Ridge is bounded by Highway 10 on the north, King George Highway on the east, 
Highway 99 on the south and Scott Road on the west. We are proud to live in one of Surrey's most desirable residential 
communities.  

For over 50 years the West Panorama Ridge Ratepayers Association has provided its' residents with a strong voice rela-
tive to promoting the further development of green spaces and parks within our community's boundaries. The Associa-
tion directors are vigilant in ensuring that the residential development reflects the direction provided by our community. 

The community website www.panoramaridge.org  provides residents with information about current issues and events 

of concern while also providing information about available essential services, event calendars, and neighbourhood 

news.  

Our Directors work hard to fulfill the mandate of the community association. We encourage you to consider participating 
as a Director or Volunteer. Even if you can't spare any time, we need you to support the community association by be-
coming a member! Just being a member shows the City of Surrey that the residents of this community support the WPR-
RA. Your membership fee allows us to create and distribute the newsletter and the website. It is the best $100 (Lifetime), 
$25 (Three year membership) or $10 (One year membership) investment you can make in your community! 

  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Name: ____________________________________________  Telephone: ___________________________________ 

Address: __________________________________________   Email: _______________________________________ 

Please send to: Darryn Langstaff, WPRRA Treasurer, 5475 125A Street, Surrey, BC V3X 1W4  
Receipts will be sent to the address listed above.  All membership information is confidential and not shared. 

To contact WPRRA by email: panoramaridge@shaw.ca  

http://www.surrey.ca/default.aspx
http://www.surrey.ca/city-services/667.aspx
http://www.surrey.ca/city-services/4548.aspx
http://www.surrey.ca/city-services/4696.aspx
http://www.surrey.ca/city-services/12082.aspx
http://www.panoramaridge.org

